

[image: ]

November 8, 2017
Hon. Jeff Leal, MPP,
Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs,
Minister Responsible for Small Business,
77 Grenville Street, 11th Floor,
Toronto, ON

Sent by e:mail:  jleal.mpp@liberal.ola.org

Dear Minister:

I am writing to you on behalf of the Canadian Federation of Independent Grocers (CFIG).  I would first like to begin by thanking you for attending Grocery Innovations Canada (GIC) and for your Ministry’s support of the Choose Ontario enclave.  This is an important initiative that helps facilitate direct interaction and establishing relationships between retail grocers and Ontario’s small & medium size processors and producers. Buying local is a key point of differentiation for independent grocers.   As well, thank you also for taking an extra half hour off the trade show floor to meet with two of our members on the issue of energy costs.  

It is actually because of the importance of buying local to our members, that I wish to draw your attention to the concern we have with respect to the current labour dispute at the Ontario Food Terminal, involving Teamsters Local 419 and Ippolito Produce.    While I know that in your role as Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, you fully understand the importance of the Terminal to the entire Ontario food supply chain, we are very concerned at the disruption this dispute is having on all stakeholders, and in turn, the Ontario public.

We would ask that you draw this to the attention of your colleague, the Minister of Labour, to impress upon Minister Flynn, the impact delays have on food trucks entering and leaving the Terminal has on the supply chain, and the importance of having the parties reach a settlement at the earliest opportunity.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
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Gary Sands
[bookmark: _GoBack]Senior Vice President
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